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Figur 2.2. Sustainable development goals

  

© 2015 Charles Fadel | Center for Curriculum Redesign 23 

kinds of progress as well, showing how well people are able to contribute to their societies, and how 
countries are becoming more successful. Yet this economic measure clearly has its limitations (such as 
not directly including the health of citizens or the environment as significant factors) and we are 
beginning to shift to measures of broader indicators such as well-being, as we realize we must not limit 
ourselves by what is easiest to measure, but instead focus on what matters for personal and societal 
fulfillment. 

The OECD (Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development based in Paris) has created 
the Better Life Initiative,19 an online tool in which people are invited to create their own index of well-
being by prioritizing these 11 topics:  community, education, environment, civic engagement, health, 
housing, income, jobs, life satisfaction, safety, work–life balance.  

The UN has created the Sustainable Development Goals, which define the seventeen areas for 
growth by 2030, with measurable outcomes (more detail on their website). 20 
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19 Better Life Initiative, www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org 
20 United Nations, “Sustainable Development Goals,” https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics 


